Campus Birds-of-Prey Survey

Vultures are large dark-plumaged birds with small bare heads. Although classified as birds of prey, they seldom kill their own food and are primarily scavengers, feeding on dead animals. Their featherless heads and necks allow them to feed neatly on carrion. Vultures serve an important function as part of nature’s clean-up crew.

http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/hawk-facts/vultures/

Turkey Vulture

Cathartes aura
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http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Turkey_Vulture/id
Although it is not a bird of prey, the Common Raven is sometimes incorrectly identified as a turkey vulture. Notice the fanned tail and wing shape. Ravens are also quite vocal.
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http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-53799958/stock-photo-raven-in-flight-against-blue-sky.html

The Bald Eagle is a large bird, measuring approximately three feet high with a wingspan of up to 71/2 feet; the eagle is an efficient hunter and also a scavenger. It feeds primarily on fish and waterfowl, which it catches alive, but will readily eat carrion when available.

http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/hawk-facts/eagles/

Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus leucocepbalus
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http://dave-larcombe.co.uk/rspbReserves.htm
Bald Eagles aren’t really bald, but their white-feathered heads gleam in contrast to their chocolate-brown body and wings. Look for them soaring in solitude, chasing other birds for their food, or gathering by the hundreds in winter. Once endangered by hunting and pesticides, Bald Eagles have flourished under protection.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/bald_eagle/id
Accipiters are hawks that inhabit deeply wooded areas. They have short rounded wings and long rudder-like tails which allow them to maneuver among the trees. Their recognizable flight pattern consists of several rapid flaps and then a glide. As a group accipiters are secretive and are observed less frequently than most other hawks. http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/hawk-facts/accipiters/
Sharp-shinned Hawk

Accipiter striatus
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A tiny hawk that appears in a blur of motion—and often disappears in a flurry of feathers. That’s the Sharp-shinned Hawk, the smallest hawk in North America and a daring, acrobatic flier. These raptors have distinctive proportions: long legs, short wings, and very long tails, which they use for navigating their deep-woods homes at top speed in pursuit of songbirds and mice. They’re easiest to spot in fall on their southward migration, or occasionally at winter feeders.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Sharp-shinned_Hawk/id
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http://www.virtualbirder.com/cgi-bin/vbirder-boilerPlate/BKWHIF
Buteos are robust hawks with long, broad, rounded wings and short broad tails. Because they are easily observed soaring in wide, lazy circles or perched in a conspicuous place, they are among the best known hawks. They hunt mainly from perches, dropping to the ground to capture their prey.  

http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/hawk-facts/buteos/
Broad-Winged Hawk

Buteo platypterus
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http://www.virtualbirder.com/cgi-bin/vbirder-boilerPlate/BKWHIFP
A small, stocky, forest-dwelling hawk of eastern deciduous forests, the Broad-winged Hawk is hard to see on its nesting grounds. It becomes more conspicuous on migration when it congregates into flocks and passes by hawk migration lookouts in the thousands. It feeds on small mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and large insects.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Broad-winged_Hawk/id

Red-Tailed Hawk

Buteo jamaicensis
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   This is probably the most common hawk in North America. If you’ve got sharp eyes you’ll see several individuals on almost any long car ride, anywhere. Red-tailed Hawks soar above open fields, slowly turning circles on their broad, rounded wings. Other times you’ll see them atop telephone poles, eyes fixed on the ground to catch the movements of a vole or a rabbit, or simply waiting out cold weather before climbing a thermal updraft into the sky.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/red-tailed_hawk/id
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http://www.polkcountybirds.com/hawks.html
Falcons are streamlined fast-flying hawks. They have long, narrow, pointed wings and long narrow tails. They feed primarily on other birds and usually capture their prey in mid-air. Birds of open areas, falcons are seldom found in woods. Recently, some have adapted to living in cities and towns, nesting on bridges and buildings, in close proximity to humans.  

http://theraptortrust.org/the-birds/hawk-facts/falcons/
American Kestrel

Falco sparverius
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    North America’s littlest falcon, the American Kestrel packs a predator’s fierce intensity into its small body. It's one of the most colorful of all raptors: the male’s slate-blue head and wings contrast elegantly with his rusty-red back and tail; the female has the same warm reddish on her wings, back, and tail. Hunting for insects and other small prey in open territory, kestrels perch on wires or poles, or hover facing into the wind, flapping and adjusting their long tails to stay in place. Kestrels are declining in parts of their range; you can help them by putting up nest boxes.

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Kestrel/id
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http://www.treknature.com/gallery/North_America/Canada/photo226111.htm
